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Issue 22 Keeping Lakewood Water District Customers Informed  Fg| 2000
“SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1943”

Commissioners' Comments

In January, the State Legislature will once again be in session. We expect that during the coursé¢ of the
session, some very important bills dealing with water rights and public water systems will be considefed by
the legislators. Some of the proposals are sound and well thought out. Some are not. We are going to be
there, fighting to protect our ability to serve you, our customers.

Because we are a public agency, you aren’t just a customer, you own the utility system. You own fall the
many facilities we have built over the years to give you the best service possible. You paid for it, and we
want to make sure you get your money’s worth. We also work hard to live within our mission statement:
“Lakewood Water District will provide its customers with water service that meets or exceeds all Water
guality standards, maintaining policies and practices that benefit the health and welfare of the community.”

There are proposals out there that would limit or curtail our ability to serve our community and|cus-
tomers. There are proposals that would dramatically increase the cost of water service. There are proposal
that have been made in the interest of “public safety” to treat water for chemicals which are barely even
detectable in the water. The National Institutes of Health have declared this approach to be “ridiculpus in
the extreme.” However ridiculous it is, Lakewood Water District still has to deal with it.

So, what'’s our point? We’ve been down this road before, when the Federal Government orderef us to
start adding chlorine to our water, even though it was consistently passing all safety inspectiond. That
experience taught us a lesson; we need to have more involvement in these issues and do so earlier in th
process. Members of Lakewood Water's management team and Board of Commissioners have been attend
ing meetings on these issues. Don't be surprised if we ask you to call or write to your federal and state
representatives. This time around, when some gquestionable proposals look like they have a good chance o
passing into law, we’ll be contacting you for help.

Keep an eye on this space. We will make every effort to keep you informed and involved in theg pro-
cess. After all, you aren’t just a Lakewood Water customer, you own the Lakewood Water District.

From Your Commissioners

Rate Increase
Superintendent's Report @ Reminder

The Board of Commissioners
As noted in the last issue of PIPELINE, the Brook Lane R&R projecgviewed the financial needs of the

was slated to begin work in the fall of 2000. However, this project has n®astrict in 1999 and found it
been moved back a few months, with work slated to begin in January 20@dcessary to enact a modest rate
The pressure zone upgrades for the Glenwood Acres/Deepwood ama®ase in a two-step process. The
are progressing. Lakewood Water District has installed 1,700 feet of I8t increase of 5.2% was effective
water main on 10% Street between Hipkins and Butte Drive. Pressuren 12/1/99. The second step
increases can be expected later this fall for approximately 150 residenaegease of 5.2% will take effect
Thesecustomers will receive a lettewith a more precise date as to wherbeginning 12/1/00. We hope to
the increase in p.s.i.(pounds per sg. inch) will take place. make the impact on your family
The District has also finished water main improvements to the ndwdget as small as possible.
Lowe’s Home Improvement Store on 10Btreet and to the new Union 76 Mini Rate 800 cu. f
service station at Farwest and Steilacoom Boulevard. |n|_mum ate cu. t_
McChord AFB contracted with the District to install 9 new water>%° Rate =$10.94 - 2000 Rate = $11.51
services to homes that originally had their own private wells in the McChard (_)ver 800 cu.ft. to 2(_)00 cu.ft
Gate/Springbrook area. Also, 00 feet of 8” water main was installed with® = 96¢/100 cu. ft. 2000 =59¢/100 cu.ft
one new fire hydrant on Addison Street atL.37. This main was needed _ Over 2000 cu. ft_'
to supply the new water services. McChord AFB paid for these costs, 1999 = 75¢/100 cu. ft. 2000 =79¢/100 cu. ft.
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Dorothy J. Ashby atthe time a permit is issued. new release date is now October 20,
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all of us to follow for years to come Paul Calta at 253-588-4423. Public Welcome




