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“SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1943”

From Your Commissioners
Customer Advisory Poll on Fluoridation of our Water Supply

Dear Lakewood Water District Customer,

Your Board of Commissioners is seeking your opinion on what course of action we should take
regarding the fluoridation of our community’s water supply.
Currently, Lakewood Water District, like most other water systems in Pierce County, does not [add
fluoride to its water supply. The Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health has expressed a desire to see
fluoride added to all public water supplies in Pierce County. The Health Board wants to deal with the
high rate of tooth decay-related cavities in the teeth of children, many of whose families require public

assistance. They are planning to issue a mandate that will require area utilities to fluoridate.

We have studied the Health Board proposal and determined that it will cost Lakewood Water Digftrict
over $880,000 in capital costs the first year and approximately $125,000 in maintenance and operational
costs each year thereafter to fluoridate our water. Our engineers also have cautioned us that adding
fluoride may alter the corrosivity (measured as pH) of our water enough to require that corrosion coptrol
chemicals be added to our water supply as well. This may add up to another $2,250,000 in first year|costs
as well as additional annual operation and maintenance costs to the Lakewood Water District. In terms of
what this would mean on your individual water bill, each $35,000 in added costs works out to about a 1
percent increase in rates. Fluoridation would result in an increase in your water bill of approximately 7
to 25 percent. The spread is so large because we would have to sell bonds to pay the upfront costs, and
both the need for corrosion control and the interest rates on the bonds would be variable factors.

Obviously, we're talking about a significant amount of money. There are alternative ways to proyide
fluoride protection to children in our community at far lower cost, such as free fluoride drops and free
toothbrush/toothpaste kits to those in need. These supplies could be provided for a tiny fraction qf the
cost of fluoridating the water supply. It would probably work out to about a 1 percent rate increase!.

Our attorneys don’t think the Board of Health has the legal authority to order fluoridation, but the
order would have to be tested in court.

However, before we decide upon any course of action, we wanted to ask you, our ratepayers,|what
you would like to see us do regarding fluoridation. Please answer the attached survey form, cut if out,
and return it with your water payment. Thank you for your assistance and we look forward to hedring
your opinion.

From Your Commissioners

PLEASE CUT OUT AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT
Lakewood Water District Customer Advisory Poll on Fluoridation of our Water Supply

____YES, I would like to see fluoride added to the Lakewood water system.

____NO, I would not like to see fluoride added to the Lakewood water system.

___UNDECIDED. 1 would like to have more information before | form an opinion.
Comments:
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Remember: We look forward to seeing you
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