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Keeping Lakewood Water District Customers Informed Winter, 2003
“SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1943”

From Your Commissioners

Dear Lakewood Water District Customer,

Many of our customers were confused by the information in our last newsletter which was different from
the information in our special mailings on the fluoride issue. Please keep in mind that our customer newsletter
is published quarterly and distributed over a two-month billing cycle. This one will be inserted in the January/
February billing statements. It is difficult to be both timely and accurate from two months in the past. That is
precisely what happened with our last newsletter in which we talked about waiting for a decision frgm the
Health Board before scheduling an election. It is also why we sent out two special mailings to all pf our
customers to keep you updated and informed on what was happening regarding the fluoride issue.

That said, as of the middle of November, we have filed our lawsuit against the fluoride mandate and
requested immediate relief from having to pay a $250 a day fine while we await a decision from a judge. If
the ruling is favorable and we prevail, we will put the matter before our customers in an election, and you will
have the right to choose whether or not you want fluoride added to our community water supply. There are
also several other utilities, cities and citizens groups that have filed separate lawsuits against the| Healtt
Board. As of November 18, 2002, well over half of the citizens impacted by the fluoride mandate are|repre-
sented by organizations with lawsuits pending against the Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health.

With so many lawsuits arguing so many different points of the law against the fluoride mandate, Jt will
probably take the courts some time to sort all of this out. We are hopeful that we can get a final decision soon
but we continue to be realistic about the difficulties involved. Obviously, all of this controversy is costing a
great deal of money for all parties involved. We remain disappointed that the Board of Health refused to
consider our many attempts to work with them in such a way as to keep this from turning into a legal {ug-of-

war. We also need to keep in mind that at any time the Board of Health could decide to entertain a cooperative

approach that recognizes the due process rights of the citizens impacted by any fluoridation program.| Shoulc

they do so, all of these problems and lawsuits could be ended and a great deal of taxpayer money saved.
Rest assured that we will continue to use all available means to safeguard your legal right to vote|on this

issue and we will keep you informed of our progress.
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WHAT IS A CROSS CONNECTION?

A cross connection is any actu
or potential physical connection be-

a non-potable fluid or having the po
sibility of containing a non-potable
fluid, solid, or gas, such that it is pos-

ﬁACKSIPHONAGE
Backsiphonage is caused by

tween a potable water line and anfjegative pressure in the supply pip-
pipe, vessel, or machine containin'9-

1. High velocities in pipe lines.

2. Line repair or break that is

sible for the non-potable fluid, solid!lower than a service point.

or gas to enter the water system by 3. Lowered main pressure du=N|PL.OYEE
to high water withdrawal rate suc

A cross connection could be an?.S fire flghtlng or water main flush

backflow.

physical arrangement whereby a pd#39-

table water supply is connected, di- \ _
rectly or indirectly, with any non- the suction side of the booster pumj i

ACKPRESSURE :
Backpressure may cause bac

or any other device which contains/OW to occur when potable supplys
or may contain, contaminated watePiPing is connected to a system d

liquid, gases, sewage, or other wast@Xture which exceeds the operating
of unknown or unsafe quality, whichPressure of the supply piping. This
may be capable of imparting conbigher pressure can be caused
tamination to the potable water sug200Ster pumps, boilers, pressure ves-
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of which, backflow could occur, are

Some common causes O

considered to be cross connection®ackpressure are:

BACKFLOW

Backflow is a flow in reverse
from the normal direction of flow in
a piping system. It occurs due to
differential pressure existing be-
tween two different points within a
continuous fluid system; a fluid of
higher pressure flowing to a fluid of;

"backpressure.”
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Looking for an easy way
to pay
your water bill?

Call the District office
to sign up for
Automatic Withdrawal

boilers and other systems where th
mal expansion is possible.

I Backfl ained from the Cross Connectio
OWEr pressure.  Backillow may 0Ctgntrgl Manual, Pacific Northwest
cur due to either "backsiphonage O&action AW W.A. 6th Edition.

questions regarding cross conne
tion, please contact Miles Landon g
253-588-4423.

COLD WEATHER -
PROTECT YOUR HOME
THIS WINTER

1. Booster pumps.
2. Potable water connections t

3. Interconnections with anothe

&ystem operated at a higher pressu

4. Elevated piping (e.g., 30

above finished grade).

Some common causes of
acksiphonage are:

'SPOT LIGHT

q

« Turn off all your outside
water spigots and empty the

connect hoses altogether.
For extremely cold weather,
cover or wrap spigots.

» Know where your water
shut-off valve is located.
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hoses—or a better idea, dis-

e

District in Sep-
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Customer Ser-
vice/Accounting
Representative.
Her duties in-
clude assisting
District custom-
ers on setting up
water service,
ind processing payments. She

also

assists in our accounts payable de-
artment, is cross-training for the
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and hiking on the West Coast.

enjoy taking long drives, swimming,
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Now is the time to check your

home to be sure you are ready fof
the cold weather.
ideas:

Here are a few

» Check your backflow system
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

President: Larry Ghilarducci
Vice President: William Philip
Secretary: Mark Hullinger

General Manager: Randy Black
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